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Weardale Blast Furnace Statistics for 1890s 

This document comprises parts of the Geological Survey Mineral Statistics relating to blast 

furnaces in Weardale in the 1890s. It includes the blast furnaces at Tow Law and Witton Park, 

using Mineral Statistics published between 1891 and 1898, with records for 1890 to 1897. 

Records do exist for 1898 onwards, but appear not to be available on-line and are not relevant to 

Weardale as the blast furnaces are no longer in use by then. 

There is no mention of Stanhope blast furnace at any time after 1868. 

For earlier years see “Weardale Blast Furnace Statistics for 1850s”, “Weardale Blast Furnace 

Statistics for 1860s”, “Weardale Blast Furnace Statistics for 1870s” and “Weardale Blast Furnace 

Statistics for 1890s”. 

The statistics record number of blast furnaces and number in blast. In the 1890s no information is 

provided about mills and forges, Bessemer converters and Open-hearth steel works. 

There is also some information about iron ore mines and openworks. 

Most of these Mineral Statistics are from on-line copies on the British Geological Survey website. 

The headings for the title pages identify the source used for each year. 

The record for 1897, published 1898 is not on-line on the British Geological Survey, but is on 

Google Books, but only searchable for snippet views and not as full page views. So the relevant 

snippets are given here. 

During the 1890s, responsibility for the Mining Records Office was with the Mines Department of 

the Home Office and the Mineral Statistics were issued as Parliamentary Papers. 

The Mineral Statistics include much information about coal production and some about lead mines 

and limestone quarries, but these extracts do not include the coal, lead and stone information. 
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Mineral Statistics for 1890, pub 1891 

from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06608 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06608
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1890, pub 1891 
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Durham iron ore Mines record (p.43) in 1890, pub 1891 
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Durham iron ore Openworks record (p.45) in 1890, pub 1891 
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Mineral Statistics for 1891, pub 1892 

from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06609 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06609
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1891, pub 1892 
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Durham iron ore Mines record (p.44) in 1891, pub 1892 
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Durham iron ore Openworks record (p.46) in 1891, pub 1892 
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Mineral Statistics for 1892, pub 1893 

from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06610 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06610
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1892, pub 1893 
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Durham iron ore Mines record (p.44) in 1892, pub 1893 
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Durham iron ore Openworks record (p.46) in 1892, pub 1893 
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Mineral Statistics for 1893, pub 1894 

from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06611 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06611
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1893, pub 1894 
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Record of total number of blast furnaces in blast in Great Braitain from 1873 to 1893, pub 1894 
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Summary of iron ore sources in 1893, pub 1894 
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Durham iron ore Mines record (p.54) in 1893, pub 1894 
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Durham iron ore Openworks record (p.56) in 1893, pub 1894 
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Mineral Statistics for 1894, pub 1895 

from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06612 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06612
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1894, pub 1895 
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Durham iron ore Mines record (p.55) in 1894, pub 1895 
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Durham iron ore Openworks record (p.56) in 1894, pub 1895 
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Mineral Statistics for 1895, pub 1896 

from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06613 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06613
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1895, pub 1896 
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Durham iron ore Mines record (p.58) in 1895, pub 1896 

No iron ore recorded from Openworks in Durham in 1895, pub 1896 
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Mineral Statistics for 1896, pub 1897 

from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06614 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06614
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1896, pub 1897 
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Durham iron ore Mines record (p.43) in 1896, pub 1897 

No iron ore recorded from Openworks in Durham in 1896, pub 1897 
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Mineral Statistics for 1897, pub 1898 

from 
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Mines_and_Quarries_General_Report_and_St/_8A-AQAAMAAJ 

(Search inside only) 

Weardale blast furnaces in 1897, pub 1898 

Name and Situation of furnaces Owner Number Number in 
blast 

 

The Tow Law blast furnaces were not listed in 1896, pub 1897, and are not listed in 1897, pub 

1898.  In 1895, pub 1896, Tow Law had total = 2, with 0 in blast, 2 out of blast. 

The Witton Park blast furnaces are not listed in 1897, pub 1898.  In 1895, pub 1896, and also in 

1896, pub 1897, Witton Park had total = 2, with 0 in blast, 2 out of blast. 

Durham iron ore Mines record in 1897, pub 1898 

Name of mine Where situated Owner Quantity 
tons 

Percent 
iron 

Value £ 
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