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Weardale Blast Furnace Statistics for 1880s 

This document comprises parts of the Geological Survey Mineral Statistics relating to blast 

furnaces in Weardale in the 1880s. It includes the blast furnaces at Tow Law and Witton Park, 

using Mineral Statistics published between 1881 and 1891, with records for 1880 to 1889. 

There is no mention of Stanhope blast furnace at any time after 1868. 

For earlier years see “Weardale Blast Furnace Statistics for 1850s”, “Weardale Blast Furnace 

Statistics for 1860s” and “Weardale Blast Furnace Statistics for 1870s”. 

For later years see “Weardale Blast Furnace Statistics for 1890s”. 

The statistics record number of blast furnaces, number in blast and some information about mills 

and forges, Bessemer converters and Open-hearth steel works. But from 1887 (pub 1888) the 

information about mills and forges, Bessemer converters and Open-hearth steel works was not 

included. 

There is also some information about iron ore mines, openworks and distribution. 

Most of these Mineral Statistics are from on-line copies on the British Geological Survey website, 

but some are from Google Books. The headings for the title pages identify the source used for 

each year. 

The title of the publication changed a few times during the 1880s, and the statistics changed from 

being a publication of the British Geological Survey to being government reports to parliament. In 

1882 responsibility for the Mining Records Office passed to the Mines Department of the Home 

Office and statistics were issued as Parliamentary Papers. 

The Mineral Statistics include much information about coal production and some about lead mines 

and limestone quarries, but these extracts do not include the coal, lead and stone information. 
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Mineral Statistics for 1880, pub 1881 

from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02477 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02477
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1880, pub 1881 
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Weardale Bessemer Converters in 1880, pub 1881 
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Weardale Mills and Forges in 1880, pub 1881 
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Durham iron ore record (p.71) in 1880, pub 1881 
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Durham iron ore record (p.72) in 1880, pub 1881 
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Weardale Iron Mines at work in 1880, pub 1881 
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Mineral Statistics for 1881, pub 1882 

from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02478 

(Title page missing from on-line copy; this is the first page after the title page) 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02478
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1881, pub 1882 
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Weardale Bessemer Converters in 1881, pub 1882 
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Weardale Mills and Forges in 1881, pub 1882 
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Durham iron ore record (p.62) in 1881, pub 1882 
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Durham iron ore record (p.63) in 1881, pub 1882 
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Weardale Iron Mines at work in 1881, pub 1882 
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Mineral Statistics for 1882, pub 1883 

from https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/_/Jnbw5OFyx9gC (1st part of book) 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/_/Jnbw5OFyx9gC
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1882, pub 1883 
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Weardale Bessemer Converters in 1882, pub 1883 
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Weardale Mills and Forges in 1882, pub 1883 
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Durham iron ore record (p.47) in 1882, pub 1883 

 



Weardale Blast Furnace Statistics for 1880s 

C:\EMB\Weardale\books\Mineral_Statistics_Hunt\Weardale_Furnace_Stats_1880s.docx Page 21 of 58 

Durham iron ore record (p.51) in 1882, pub 1883 
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Mineral Statistics for 1883, pub 1884 

from https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/_/Jnbw5OFyx9gC (2nd part of book) 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/_/Jnbw5OFyx9gC
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1883, pub 1884 
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Weardale Bessemer Converters in 1883, pub 1884 
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Weardale Mills and Forges in 1883, pub 1884 
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Durham iron ore record (p.50) in 1883, pub 1884 

 



Weardale Blast Furnace Statistics for 1880s 

C:\EMB\Weardale\books\Mineral_Statistics_Hunt\Weardale_Furnace_Stats_1880s.docx Page 27 of 58 

Weardale Iron Mines list in 1883, pub 1884 
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Mineral Statistics for 1884, pub 1885 

from https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/_/edQq4hH4RUIC 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/_/edQq4hH4RUIC
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1884, pub 1885 
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Weardale Bessemer Converters in 1884, pub 1885 
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Weardale Mills and Forges in 1884, pub 1885 
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Durham iron ore record (p.47) in 1884, pub 1885 
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Weardale Iron Mines list in 1884, pub 1885 
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Mineral Statistics for 1885, pub 1886 

from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06603 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06603
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1885, pub 1886 
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Weardale Bessemer Converters in 1885, pub 1886 
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Weardale Mills and Forges in 1885, pub 1886 
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Durham iron ore record (p.47) in 1885, pub 1886 
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Weardale Iron Mines list in 1885, pub 1886 
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Mineral Statistics for 1886, pub 1887 

from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06604 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06604
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1886, pub 1887 
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Weardale Bessemer Converters in 1886, pub 1887 
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Weardale Open-hearth Steel Works in 1886, pub 1887 
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Weardale Mills and Forges in 1886, pub 1887 
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Durham iron ore record (p.53) in 1886, pub 1887 
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Weardale Iron Mines list in 1886, pub 1887 
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Mineral Statistics for 1887, pub 1888 

from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06605 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06605
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1887, pub 1888 
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No iron ore from Mines listed for Durham in 1887, pub 1888 

Durham iron ore Openworks record (p.40) in 1887, pub 1888 
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Weardale Iron Mines list in 1887, pub 1888 
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Mineral Statistics for 1888, pub 1889 

from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06606 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06606
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1888, pub 1889 
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Durham iron ore Mines record (p.39) in 1888, pub 1889 
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Durham iron ore Openworks record (p.42) in 1888, pub 1889 
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Mineral Statistics for 1889, pub 1891 

from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06607 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B06607
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1889, pub 1891 
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Durham iron ore Mines record (p.155) in 1889, pub 1891 
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Durham iron ore Openworks record (p.157) in 1889, pub 1891 

 


