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Weardale Blast Furnace Statistics for 1860s 

This document comprises parts of the Geological Survey Mineral Statistics relating 
to blast furnaces in Weardale in the 1860s. It includes the blast furnaces at 
Stanhope, Tow Law and Witton Park, using Mineral Statistics published between 
1861 and 1871, with records for 1860 to 1869. 

For earlier years see “Weardale Blast Furnace Statistics for 1850s”. 
For later years see “Weardale Blast Furnace Statistics for 1870s” and “Weardale 
Blast Furnace Statistics for 1880s”. 

The statistics record number of blast furnaces, number in blast and some 
information about tonnages of iron ore supplied to those furnaces and where it 
came from. A small delivery of iron ore to Wolsingham in 1869 is recorded. Names 
of Weardale Iron Mines are given from 1864 onwards, and details of Bessemer 
Converters from 1868 onwards. 

The Mineral Statistics are available on-line on the British Geological Survey website, 
with an index to the annual reports at: 
https://webapps.bgs.ac.uk/data/publications/pubs.cfc?method=listResults&topic=EM&seri
es=UM&subseries=NF&pageSize=100 

These pages are from the “Mineral Statistics of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland”. These are often known as “Hunts Mineral Statistics” after Robert 
Hunt who led a team in their compilation within the Geological Survey. They were 
published between 1860 and 1881 when responsibility for the Mining Records 
Office passed to the Mines Department of the Home Office and statistics were 
issued as Parliamentary Papers. 

Earlier records are in “Memoirs of the Geological Survey of Great Britain (Mining 
Records)”. This is a series of memoirs on the mineral statistics of Great Britain and 
Ireland starting for year 1853-54 and running to 1859. They were compiled by the 
Mining Records Office, which was a component part of the early Survey. The 
records were produced by Robert Hunt. 

Records of iron ore production and blast furnaces were first produced for 1854, 
published in 1855. 
Lists of iron mines at work were included in the Mineral Statistics from 1863, 
published 1864, with the Weardale Iron Mines first being listed from 1864, 
published 1865. (But it is possible that this list for Weardale was not updated each 
year). 
Lists of Bessemer Converters were included in the Mineral Statistics from 1868, 
published 1869. 

Mineral Statistics for 1860, pub 1861 
from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02456 

 
 

https://webapps.bgs.ac.uk/data/publications/pubs.cfc?method=listResults&topic=EM&series=UM&subseries=NF&pageSize=100
https://webapps.bgs.ac.uk/data/publications/pubs.cfc?method=listResults&topic=EM&series=UM&subseries=NF&pageSize=100
http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02456
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1860, pub 1861 

 
 

Durham iron ore record (p.67) in 1860, pub 1861 
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Mineral Statistics for 1861, pub 1862 
from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02458 

 

Weardale blast furnaces in 1861, pub 1862 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02458
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Durham iron ore record (p.60) in 1861, pub 1862 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.61) in 1861, pub 1862 
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Durham iron ore record (p.63) in 1861, pub 1862 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.64) in 1861, pub 1862 
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Mineral Statistics for 1862, pub 1863 
from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02459 

 

Weardale blast furnaces in 1862, pub 1863 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02459
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Durham iron ore record (p.43) in 1862, pub 1863 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.44) in 1862, pub 1863 

 



C:\EMB\Weardale\books\Mineral_Statistics_Hunt\Weardale_Furnace_Stats_1860s.docx  Weardale Blast Furnace Statistics for 1860s  Page 8 of 34 

Durham iron ore record (p.45) in 1862, pub 1863 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.46) in 1862, pub 1863 
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Mineral Statistics for 1863, pub 1864 
from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02460 

 

Weardale blast furnaces in 1863, pub 1864 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02460
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Durham iron ore record (p.62) in 1863, pub 1864 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.63) in 1863, pub 1864 
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Durham iron ore record (p.64) in 1863, pub 1864 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.65) in 1863, pub 1864 
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Mineral Statistics for 1864, pub 1865 
from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02461 

 

Weardale blast furnaces in 1864, pub 1865 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02461


C:\EMB\Weardale\books\Mineral_Statistics_Hunt\Weardale_Furnace_Stats_1860s.docx  Weardale Blast Furnace Statistics for 1860s  Page 13 of 34 

Durham iron ore record (p.57) in 1864, pub 1865 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.58) in 1864, pub 1865 
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Durham iron ore record (p.59) in 1864, pub 1865 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.60) in 1864, pub 1865 

 



C:\EMB\Weardale\books\Mineral_Statistics_Hunt\Weardale_Furnace_Stats_1860s.docx  Weardale Blast Furnace Statistics for 1860s  Page 15 of 34 

Weardale Iron Mines at work in 1864, pub 1865 

 

Mineral Statistics for 1865, pub 1866 
from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02462 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02462
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1865, pub 1866 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.64) in 1865, pub 1866 
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Durham iron ore record (p.65) in 1865, pub 1866 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.67) in 1865, pub 1866 
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Weardale Iron Mines at work in 1865, pub 1866 

 

Mineral Statistics for 1866, pub 1867 
from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02463 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02463
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1866, pub 1867 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.61) in 1866, pub 1867 
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Durham iron ore record (p.62) in 1866, pub 1867 

 

Weardale Iron Mines at work in 1866, pub 1867 
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Mineral Statistics for 1867, pub 1868 
from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02464 

 

Weardale blast furnaces in 1867, pub 1868 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02464
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Durham iron ore record (p.60) in 1867, pub 1868 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.66) in 1867, pub 1868 
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Durham iron ore record (p.67) in 1867, pub 1868 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.68) in 1867, pub 1868 
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Durham iron ore record (p.69) in 1867, pub 1868 

 

Weardale Iron Mines at work in 1867, pub 1868 
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Mineral Statistics for 1868, pub 1869 
from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02465 

 

Weardale blast furnaces in 1868, pub 1869 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02465
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Weardale Bessemer Converters in 1868, pub 1869 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.67) in 1868, pub 1869 
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Durham iron ore record (p.72) in 1868, pub 1869 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.73) in 1868, pub 1869 
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Durham iron ore record (p.74) in 1868, pub 1869 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.75) in 1868, pub 1869 
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Durham iron ore record (p.76) in 1868, pub 1869 

 

Weardale Iron Mines at work in 1868, pub 1869 

 



C:\EMB\Weardale\books\Mineral_Statistics_Hunt\Weardale_Furnace_Stats_1860s.docx  Weardale Blast Furnace Statistics for 1860s  Page 30 of 34 

Mineral Statistics for 1869, pub 1870 
from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02466 

 

Weardale blast furnaces in 1869, pub 1870 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02466
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Weardale Bessemer Converters in 1869, pub 1870 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.69) in 1869, pub 1870 
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Durham iron ore record (p.70) in 1869, pub 1870 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.71) in 1869, pub 1870 
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Durham iron ore record (p.72) in 1869, pub 1870 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.73) in 1869, pub 1870 
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Durham iron ore record (p.74) in 1869, pub 1870 

 

Weardale Iron Mines at work in 1869, pub 1870 

 

 


