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Weardale Blast Furnace Statistics for 1850s 

This document comprises parts of the Geological Survey Mineral Statistics relating 
to blast furnaces in Weardale in the 1850s. It includes the blast furnaces at 
Stanhope, Tow Law and Witton Park, using Mineral Statistics published between 
1855 and 1860, with records for 1854 to 1859. For later years see “Weardale Blast 
Furnace Statistics for 1860s”, “Weardale Blast Furnace Statistics for 1870s” and 
“Weardale Blast Furnace Statistics for 1880s”. 

The statistics record number of blast furnaces, number in blast and some 
information about tonnages of iron ore supplied to those furnaces and where it 
came from. 

The Mineral Statistics are available on-line on the British Geological Survey website, 
with an index to the annual reports at: 
https://webapps.bgs.ac.uk/data/publications/pubs.cfc?method=listResults&topic=EM&seri
es=UM&subseries=NB&pageSize=100 

These pages are from “Memoirs of the Geological Survey of Great Britain (Mining 
Records)”. This is a series of memoirs on the mineral statistics of Great Britain and 
Ireland starting for year 1853-54 and running to 1859. They were compiled by the 
Mining Records Office, which was a component part of the early Survey. The 
records were produced by Robert Hunt. 

Records of iron ore production and blast furnaces were first produced for 1854, 
published in 1855. 

Prior to the start of this series mining statistics were published in: “Memoirs of the 
Geological Survey of Great Britain and of the Museum of Practical Geology Volume 
II part II”. This was followed by “Records of the School of Mines and of Science 
Applied to the Arts Volume 1. Part 4”. which had a section entitled “Statistics of the 
produce of copper, tin, lead and silver from the mines of the United Kingdom, with 
the exports and imports of these metals for 1848 to 1852 inclusive”. These records 
do not include iron. 

Records for 1860 and following years are in the “Mineral Statistics of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland”. These are often known as “Hunts Mineral 
Statistics” after Robert Hunt who led a team in their compilation within the 
Geological Survey. They were published between 1860 and 1881 when 
responsibility for the Mining Records Office passed to the Mines Department of the 
Home Office and statistics were issued as Parliamentary Papers. 

 

Mineral Statistics for 1854, pub 1855 
from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02447 

 

https://webapps.bgs.ac.uk/data/publications/pubs.cfc?method=listResults&topic=EM&series=UM&subseries=NB&pageSize=100
https://webapps.bgs.ac.uk/data/publications/pubs.cfc?method=listResults&topic=EM&series=UM&subseries=NB&pageSize=100
http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02447
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Sub-title for 1854, pub 1855 

 
 

Weardale blast furnaces in 1854, pub 1855 
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Mineral Statistics for 1855, pub 1856 
from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02448 

 

Weardale blast furnaces in 1855, pub 1856 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02448
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Durham iron ore record (p.37) in 1855, pub 1856 

 

Mineral Statistics for 1856, pub 1857 
from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02449 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02449
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1856, pub 1857 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.49) in 1856, pub 1857 
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Durham iron ore record (p.60) in 1856, pub 1857 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.61) in 1856, pub 1857 
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Durham iron ore record (p.62) in 1856, pub 1857 

 

Mineral Statistics for 1857, pub 1858 
from 

https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Mineral_Statistics_of_the_United_Kingdom/jrgMAAAAYAAJ 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Mineral_Statistics_of_the_United_Kingdom/jrgMAAAAYAAJ
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1857, pub 1858 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.59) in 1857, pub 1858 
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Durham iron ore record (p.63) in 1857, pub 1858 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.64) in 1857, pub 1858 
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Mineral Statistics for 1858, pub 1859 
from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02451 

 

Weardale blast furnaces in 1858, pub 1859 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02451
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Durham iron ore record (p.79) in 1858, pub 1859 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.77) in 1858, pub 1859 
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Durham iron ore record (p.78) in 1858, pub 1859 

 

Mineral Statistics for 1859, pub 1860 
from http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02453 

 

http://pubs.bgs.ac.uk/publications.html?pubID=B02453
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Weardale blast furnaces in 1859, pub 1860 

 

Durham iron ore record (p.66) in 1859, pub 1860 
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Durham iron ore record (p.62) in 1859, pub 1860 

 

 

 


