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PORTSMOUTH AND GOSPORT PERMANENT WAY PECULIARITIES

Rail connection to the Isle of Wight was at first provided by a tramway
direct from the Town Station to Southsea Pier, It has been stated that
"through London" carriages were taken through the Portsmouth streets on
this Tramway in 1866. If so, they would have been London & Brighton
vehicles, almost certainly four-wheelers, from Victoria, Evidence of this
possibility lies in the fact that the Landport & Southsea Tramway was
connected to the goods yard at the Town, and a slight platform which

existed until 1977, provided near the curve into Commercial Road, It s
known that the tramway of 1866 stood proud of the street level --and it

ran along the crown of the road - until relaid with grooved rails in 1875,

As was proved at Gosport during the 1914-18 War, there was no trouble in
running railway wagons of L' 84" gauge over street tramways of L' 2.

The flanges of the rail wagons ran in the shallow grooves of the standard
"box" rails in the streets. A temporary connection was afforded by the
London & South Western Railway to the Fareham tram route near the "Bedenham

Arms" to convey wagons thence to the R.,N.Victualling Yard,
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