¢/c Permanent Way Maintenance
Engineer's Office,
Bournemouth S.R.

31st January 1985

I am very amiss in not replying much sooner, at least acknowledging
your very erudite letter on join%t chairs, or more particularly *bracket
chairs®. e

Since then, of course, I discovered L.S5.W. examples on most of the
older stopblocks! This Company, ever using up old rail, and every sort
of iron and for all sorts of purposes, obviously found a good use for
bracket chairs to attach buffer beams, There seems to be two types -
photograph of one enlosed (for your retention). No more stopblocks have
been scrapped recently, as we seem to have run short of thems So I
have not been able to rescue a set. The L.S.,W, did not cease using
bracket chairs until 1860, I read somewhere, and this is bojrne out by
Inspecting Officers' Reports - reffreed to as "wrought iron split chairs".

I have not seen any joint chairs with fishplates. The L.S.W. did

: not have a use for them, unusually, for another purpose., They did use

0ld slide chairs (PS) for the doubled rails at the stopblock feet, Some
of the railsis 75 1lb, but 82 1b is more usual., The lift plates into
adjacent sidings have to be seen to be beleived!

Do I understand the earliest joint chairs were just that? The rails
simply rested in them, no bolts, and not even keyed before Locke's time?
Errington, the S.W. Resident Engineer (as he was called), said in the 1850s
that the men were 'unaccustomed' to using nuts and bolts, I have a sketch

" of a joint chair with the rail ends held by one key, The base measures

12" x 4" « not very substantial for holding things together, One has to
be very careful about referring to joint chairs, later on they referred to
those chairs (heavier than intermediates) placed each side of a fishplated
joint, Also, bracket plates re-appeared in the 1890s, this time meaning
bracket fishplates! There is no doubt the Companies went rapildly over
to fishplates as soon as they proved themselves reliable. The G.N.R.

did this in 1856 I read.
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF EARLY JOINTS.

ol ; "
PRIOR_TO 1835, JOINT CHAIR WITH WOODEN KEY. Jk/'/77//.br' Fo previes PAge iy
i DAY 1835 CHAIRS IN 2 HALVES BOLTED BELOW THE RAILS AND USED ON BALLAST OR ON SLEERERS:
ADAMS & RICHARDSON'S. 1847. FISH JOINT, FISHPLATES SUPPORTED IN IRON CHAIRS.
D.H. RAIL WITH 4 BOLTS AND FISHPLATES.
FOWLER, 1849. JOINT CHAIR WITH THREE WOODEN KEYS.

PARSON'S. FEB. 1849. RAIL FIXED IN CROSS SLEEPERS WITHOUT CHAIRS.
BARLOW. JUNE 1849. HALF CHAIRS BOLTED BELOW THE RAIL, AND CLIPPING THE WEB AND BASE OF THE RAIL.
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10.
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12,

3k

14

185

16

17.

18

19.
20.

22,

APRIL,

ADAMS., JUNE

DOuULL, QY.

MANSELL.
MANSELL.

ADAMS . FEB.

1850 SAMUEL'S FISH CHAIR

1851 HALF CHAIR SUPPORTING THE UPPER LIP OF THE RAIL AND BOLTED BELOW.
1851 W.l. HALF CHAIRS BOLTED THROUGH RAIL. CLIPPING THE LOWER PORTION.
1852 WOOD PILE JOINT WITH SIDE PLATES.

1852. SOCKET JOINT OR COMBINATION OF 3 PARTS FORMING A DOUBLE JOINT WITH:
OUT KeITHROUGH RAILS

1853. BRACKET JOINT BOLTED THROUGH RAILS AND FIXED TO SLEEPERS. X

ADAMS.
ADAMS.

WILD, MARCH.

LIDDELL

V(e jug’ WIM olnztzf/;,'/’ —W/A,m V/’(".’J' /‘”‘;‘f‘f’ /5‘

1853. RAILS RECESSED IN W.l. SLEEPERS.

1853. BRACKET WITH UNDER LIPS FORMING A CHAIR.

1853. D.H. RAIL WITH ANGLE PLATES: BOLTED THROUGH RAIL AND BASE.
1854. SIMILAR TO NO. 16, BUT WITH SHALLOWER PLATES.

1854 D:H. RAHL. BOLTED BY C.l. SLEEPERS.

1854. WOOD LINE CHAIR.

1855 BARNINGHAM,

1855. BURLEIGH ELASTIC KEY.

1856. RECESSED RAIL SECTION FOR FISHES OR BRACKETS.
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[llustrations of Early Joints- continued.
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23. STONE BLOCK SYSTEM
24. BRIDGE RAIL. {
25. y MANSELL'S WOOD PILE. [
26. CROSS SLEEPER AND CHAIR. 1
27. GREAVES. 1846. SPHEROIDAL CAST SLEEPERS OR POT-BOWLS.

28. BRIDGE RAIL.

29. BARLOW. 1849. C.|. SLEEPER AND WOODEN KEYS.

30. ADAMS, C.I. BRACKETS ON CROSS SLEEPERS. o
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