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9 Killington Drive, 

KeryJal. Cumbria LA9 7NY 

OS~,... 11-~~Ss' 

21st. 	August. 1992 

Dear 	Sir. 

I wonder if you can help me with 
elements of railway permanent way. 

1. I have been searching. without success so far, for an 
illustration of the ELLSON RAIL JOINT. It was described in 

the Journal of the Permanent Way Institution 1943 in an article 
"British Railway Track" but there was no illustration. I have a 
haz y recolleclion of seeing one in a railway journal some time 
in the late 1930s but have searched for it in the archives of 
the National Railway Museum without success. 

2. I also have a recollection of a rail joint called the BROGDEN 
JOINT but can find no reference to it in any material I have 

been able to examine, including the article on Rail Joints by 
W.A. White in the 1936 volume of the Journal of the Permanent Way 
Institution. Perhaps I am in error in thinking that such a 
joint existed. 

3. I believe that it was James Beattie of the London & South 
Western Railway who first introduced the CHECK RAIL on a true 

railway as opposed to a tramway. I cannot yet discover the date 
for this or the place where it was first laid. I have found a 
reference to the London & Brighton Railway recommending the 
installation of check rails at the London & Greenwich Railway 
junction and on similar curves in 1847 bu t can find no further 
details . 

If you have time to point me to books or other publications 
where I may find the information I require I shall be more than 
grateful. I can then seek to obtain them from the British 
Library or other sources. 

Thank you in anticipation. I enclose a stamped & addressed 
envelope for the convenience of your reply . 

. L. J. Harris,
\ 	 Hon. Gen Secretary, 

Perma ent Way Institution, 
27 Lea od Road. 

hire 	 GU12 8AN 
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